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As you head off to college, you should create and manage your own budget. Keep track of your income and expenses, save for your goals,

and adjust your budget as your life changes.
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Financial Aid

Many students worry that tuition and the other costs of continuing their education will be out of reach. But don’t let the potential costs stop

you. Cost is only part of the picture. Most students receive some kind of financial aid; and a few students even get a “free ride,” with all their

costs covered.

There are many sources of financial aid to help you cover the cost of college or career school. You should

learn about financial aid including grants, scholarships, work-study, and loans;

find out whether the school (and the major/program) you’re considering participates in the federal student aid programs (the biggest source of aid for college

and career school);

apply for all types of aid for which you might qualify; and

meet all deadlines!

The Internal Revenue Service also provides tax benefits for education. 

To help you see the total annual costs of schools you’re interested in and to find out if the schools participate in the federal student aid

programs, explore the college search tool.

 

Academics

Does the school offer the major or program you’d like to pursue? Does the program have a good reputation? Talk to professionals in the

field you’d like to pursue, do a web search, and talk to students who are enrolled in that program.

If you aren’t sure what you want to do, does the school give you plenty of options? You can also use the U.S. Department of Labor's career

search to find careers that might match your interests.

 

Accreditation

An accredited school meets certain standards set by an independent agency. It helps ensure the training or education you get meets

employer standards in a specific field. Use our accreditation search page to check a particular school’s standards or to find an accredited

school in a particular field or location.

If you attend a school that isn’t accredited, you might not be able to get any financial aid. The U.S. Department of Education requires that

schools participating in our federal student aid programs be accredited. Also, your state education agency’s aid programs may not offer

financial aid at unaccredited schools.

In addition, attending an unaccredited school poses the following risks:

You might not be able to transfer your credits to another school. For example, if you attend an unaccredited two-year school and then transfer to a four-year

school to earn a bachelor’s degree, you might have to start over again at the four-year school if it doesn’t recognize the classes you took.

https://studentaid.ed.gov/prepare-for-college/budgeting/creating-your-budget
https://studentaid.ed.gov/types
https://studentaid.ed.gov/eligibility/basic-criteria
https://studentaid.ed.gov/types/tax-benefits
http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/prepare-for-college/careers/search
http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/Search.aspx
http://www.ed.gov/sgt
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