
Associate of Arts in English 
2013-2014 Outcomes 2014-2015 Outcomes 2015-2016 Outcomes 
Learning Outcome: The student 
will construct a clear, concise 
thesis: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
93% (65/70 ratings) were 
Proficient or Highly Proficient 
 

Learning Outcome, Criterion 1. 
Develop ideas and synthesize 
primary and secondary sources 
within focused academic 
arguments, 
including one or more research-
based essays. 
 
Criterion for Assessment of SLO: 
The student will construct a clear, 
concise thesis 
 
73.8% (59/80 ratings) were 
Proficient or Highly Proficient 
 

Learning Outcome, Criterion 1. 
Develop ideas and synthesize 
primary and secondary sources 
within focused academic 
arguments, 
including one or more research-
based essays. 
 
Criterion for Assessment of SLO: 
The student will construct a clear, 
concise thesis. 
 
75% (45/60 ratings) were 
Proficient or Highly Proficient 
 

Learning Outcome:  The student 
will demonstrate an effective 
organizational strategy to 
support the thesis: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
96% (67/70 ratings) were 
Proficient or Highly Proficient 
 

Learning Outcome, Criterion 2. 
Develop ideas and synthesize 
primary and secondary sources 
within focused academic 
arguments, including one or 
more research-based essays. 
 
Criterion for Assessment of SLO: 
The student will demonstrate an 
effective organizational strategy 
to support the thesis. 
 
73.8% (59/80 ratings) were 
Proficient or Highly Proficient 
 
 

Learning Outcome, Criterion 2. 
Develop ideas and synthesize 
primary and secondary sources 
within focused academic 
arguments, including one or 
more research-based essays. 
 
Criterion for Assessment of SLO: 
The student will demonstrate an 
effective organizational strategy to 
support the thesis. 
 
83% (50/60 ratings) were Proficient 
or Highly Profi- cient 
 

Learning Outcome:  The 
student will demonstrate the 
use of relevant and sufficient 
evidence in writing: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
91% (64/70 ratings) were 
Proficient or Highly Proficient 
 

Learning Outcome:  
Analyze, interpret, and evaluate a 
variety of texts for the ethical and 
logical uses of evidence. 
 
Criteria for Assessment of SLO: 
The student will demonstrate the 
use of relevant and sufficient 
evidence in writing, including the 
analysis, synthesis, and 
interpretation of primary and 
secondary source material. 
 
 
80% (64/80 ratings) were 
Proficient or Highly Proficient. 
 

Learning Outcome:  
Analyze, interpret, and evaluate a 
variety of texts for the ethical and 
logical uses of evidence. 
 
Criteria for Assessment of SLO: 
The student will demonstrate the 
use of relevant and sufficient 
evidence in writing, including the 
analysis, synthesis, and 
interpretation of primary and 
secondary source material. 
 
88% (53/60 ratings) were 
Proficient or Highly Proficient. 
 
 

Learning Outcome:  The student 
will incorporate clear, correct 
and appropriate sentences 

Apply the conventions of style 
manuals for specific academic 
disciplines {e.g., APA, CMS, MLA, 
etc.) 

Apply the conventions of style 
manuals for specific academic 
disciplines {e.g., APA, CMS, MLA, 
etc.) 



and paragraphs in his/her 
writing: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
93% (65/70 ratings) were 
Proficient or Highly Proficient 
 

 
Criteria for-Assessment of SLO: 
The student will cite sources 
correctly and format the paper 
properly according to MLA 
documentation style 
 
68.8% (55/80 ratings) were 
Proficient or Highly Proficient. 

 
Criteria for-Assessment of SLO: The 
student will cite sources correctly 
and format the paper properly 
according to MLA 
documentation style 
 
70% of the sample surveyed will 
be either Proficient or Highly 
Proficient 
 

 
2013-2014 Improvements 2014-2015 Improvements 

 
2015-2016 Improvements 

Faculty will meet to review 
the assessment artifact 
selected and decide if a 
different artifact would 
better reflect the Program 
Outcomes. 
 
Faculty will meet to review the 
SLOs selected for assessment 
and determine if any additional 
SLOs should be included. 
 
Based on faculty input 
regarding the student artifact 
and SLOs, an end·of-semester 
assessment will be 
administered to a similar 
sample of Spring 2015 ENGL 
1302 students. 
 

As mentioned in the 13-14 
Assessment Report, THECB revised 
the SLOs for this course. Although 
ENGL 1302 is not a "capstone" 
course in the traditional sense, the 
department has focused on it for  
Program Assessment because it is a 
requirement for all English majors, 
and it is included on all  
university transfer guides; further, 
the course provides the 
foundational skills necessary for   
English majors. 

Therefore, the faculty felt it was 
logical and prudent to adopt the 
THECB ENGL 1302 SLOs as the 
English Program SLOs. 

Faculty felt that the criteria did not 
adequately reflect the academic 
challenge of the new SLOs  
nor the mastery appropriate for the 
English A.A., specifically noting the 
omission of primary and secondary 
source integration and MLA 
documentation. Logically, students 
who earn an A.A. in  
English, a reading, writing and 
researching intensive major, must 
demonstrate an adequate  
foundation in source usage; thus, 
faculty believed this omission was 
an oversight that should be  
rectified. Therefore, the 
department revised the assessment 
artifact criteria to:  "A 
documented formal academic 
essay, 500-600 words minimum, 
which includes correct citation 

The department initiated a 
careful review of the curriculum 
of ENGL 1302, the course 
selected for Program 
Assessment as it is the 
foundational course for English 
majors. This project is extensive 
and ongoing. 
 
 Two faculty are piloting an 
enhanced version of the 
department text, which includes 
technology supplements that 
target two of the traditionally low-
performing outcomes, Outcome Its 
4 and 5. Student proficiency levels 
in the pilot sections will be 
compared to those in non-pilot 
sections to determine the 
effectiveness of the intervention. 
 
To ensure the most accurate and 
comprehensive assessment of the 
Program, the department will 
expand the sampling population in 
the 2016-2017 assessment to 
include student artifacts from 
adjunct faculty sections. Because 
the 2014-2015 assessment results 
represented a marked departure 
from years prior, faculty believe 
the increased sample size will 
support an on-going effort to 
evaluate trends in outcome 
proficiencies. 
 
Further, to address the third 
component of the 2014·15 
action plan, the department 
initiated a careful review 



of primary and secondary 
sources." 
Faculty tailored and cross-walked 
academic essay criteria to the 
SLOs. 

 

of the curriculum of ENGL 1302, 
the course selected for Program 
Assessment as it is the 
foundational course for English 
majors. This project is extensive 
and ongoing; the curriculum 
committee members are aware 
of the proficiency trends in the 
Program Assessment. 

 
The department has worked 
closely with the textbook 
publisher to explore 
curriculum supplements to 
address the Program Learning 
Outcomes that decreased 
most significantly in 
proficiency levels during the 
2014·2015 Program 
Assessment: 

 
 


